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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
6/12/2007 has been entered. 

2. The Amendment filed on 6/12/2007 has been received and entered. Claims 39, 
40, 42, 44-47 and 49-70 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 64 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 64 is missing a ":" symbol in line 9 after "the managing comprises". 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 39, 40, 42, 44-47 and 49-70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Elsev et al. (US 6,870,921 B1). 



As per claim 39 Elsev et al. is directed a database system comprising: 
a partitionable database (column 2, lines 16-17), wherein 

the partitionable database is owned by a database operator (column 2, 
lines 20-25; column 3, lines 66-67; column 4, lines 1-3, wherein database as to 
have an owner), 

the partitionable database is partitioned into a plurality of virtual databases 
(column 4, lines 2-3, wherein "virtual database" could mean "private directory"), 
each virtual database of the virtual databases of the partitionable 
each of the distinct files is associated with an owner (column 4, lines 9-1 1 , 
the owner is a tenant of the partitionable database (column 5, lines 21-22), 
the owner is other than the database operator (column 5, lines 21-22), and 
each of the virtual databases corresponds to a distinct one of the tenants 
in such a manner that a partitioned virtual database for a tenant comprises stored 
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files associated with the tenant (column 4, lines 9-16); and 
an access control subsystem (column 4, lines 16-22), wherein 

the access control subsystem is coupled to the virtual databases (column 
4, lines 16-22), and 

the access control subsystem is configured to provide access to files in a 
virtual database of the virtual databases to a user only when the user has access 
authorization to the virtual database of the virtual databases from the tenant who 
owns the virtual database of the virtual databases (column 4, lines 16-22). 
Elsev et al. does not explicitly teach each virtual database of the virtual 

databases of the partitionable database of the database system comprises a plurality of 

distinct files. 

Elsev et al. teaches that each private directory contains information tailored to 
the needs of a individual or corporation (column 4, lines 9-11). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made interpret Elsev et al. to having support for private directories 
containing plurality of distinct information because it is well known in the art that 
directories hold files of distinct information. 

As per claim 40 Elsev et al. as modified is directed to the virtual databases are 
disjoint from one another (column 4, lines 9-16, wherein the information stored may 
contain different elements). 
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As per claim 42 Elsev et al. as modified is directed to the access control 
subsystem is further configured to provide access to the virtual database to the user 
only when the user has access authorization from the tenant who owns the virtual 
database (column 4, lines 16-22). 

As per claim 44 Elsev et al. as modified is directed to the access control 
subsystem is further configured to provide access authorization to the user for particular 
file in the virtual database based on initiation of a database call through an associated 
computer telephony integration (CTI) system by tenant who owns the virtual database of 
the virtual databases comprising the particular file (column 5, lines 20-22). 

As per claim 45 Elsev et al. as modified is directed to the database operator 
further provides common call center service to customers of the database tenants on 
behalf of the database tenants (column 10, lines 20-26). 

As per claim 46 Elsev et al. as modified is directed to a method comprising: 
managing a database system (column 4, lines 2-3), comprising: 
granting access authorization to a user for one virtual database of a virtual 
databases by an owner of the virtual database (column 4, lines 2-3, wherein "virtual 
database" could mean "private directory"; column 4, lines 9-16), wherein 

the database system comprises a partitionable database (column 4, lines 2-3), 
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the partitionable database comprises a plurality of virtual databases (column 4- 
lines 2-3), 

the virtual database comprise the one virtual database (column 5, lines 21-22), 

and 

each of the virtual databases has a unique database owner (column 5, lines 21- 
22) ; and 

providing to the user access to a file of the distinct files in the one virtual 
database after the user has been granted the access authorization (column 4, lines 16- 
22). 

Elsev et al. does not explicitly teach each virtual database of the virtual 
databases of the partitionable database of the database system comprises a plurality of 
distinct files. 

Elsev et al. teaches that each private directory contains information tailored to 
the needs of an individual or corporation. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made interpret Elsev et al. to having support for private directories 
containing plurality of distinct information because it is well known in the art that 
directories hold files of distinct information. 

As per claim 47 Elsev et al. as modified directed to wherein the virtual databases 
are disjoint virtual databases (column 4, lines 9-16, wherein the information stored may 
contain different elements). 
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As per claim 49 Elsev et al. as modified directed to the user further needs 
authorization from an owner of a file within the one virtual database to access that file, 
and including providing access to the file to the user after the file owner grants 
authorization (column 4, lines 11-16; column 4, lines 19-24; column 4, lines 30-33). 

As per claim 50 Elsev et al. as modified directed to before the providing of the 
access to the file of the file owner, receiving access authorization to the file for the user 
from the file owner (column 4, lines 16-22; column 4, lines 30-33). 

As per claim 51 Elsev et al. as modified directed to the receiving of the access 
authorization to the file comprises initiation by the file owner of a database call to the 
user through an associated computer telephony integration (CTI) system (column 4, 
lines 38-59). 

As per claim 52 Elsev et al. as modified is directed to wherein the database is a 
multi-tenant database having a plurality of tenants, each tenant of the tenants being the 
owner of a separate virtual database, at least two of the tenants utilizing a common call 
center service (column 4, lines 2-3; column 4, lines 9-12; column 4, lines 26-28; column 
4, lines 38-51). 
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As per claim 53 Elsev et al. as modified is directed to wherein the partitionable 
database stores a plurality of distinct files that are each associated with one of a 
multiple unique database owners such that the virtual databases each comprises the 
stored files associated with the owner of the virtual database (column 4, lines 2-3; 
column 4, lines 9-16). 

As per claim 54 Elsev et al. as modified is directed to the partitionable database 
is operated by a database operator on behalf of the owners of the virtual databases as 
tenants of the database (column 2, lines 20-25; column 4, lines 46-47, wherein the 
subscriber needs a service that is operated by an operator). 

As per claim 55 Elsev et al. as modified is directed to each of the tenants lease 
capacity of the partitionable database from the database operator (column 4, lines 36- 
38, wherein the subscriber or tenant needs a service that is operated by an operator). 

As per claim 56 Elsev et al. as modified is directed to wherein the providing to the 
user of the access authorization to the file in the one virtual database is initiated by a 
telephone call from the owner of that virtual database through a computer telephony 
integration (CTI) system (column 4, lines 38-44). 
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As per claim 57 Elsev et al. as modified is directed to wherein the user is a 
representative of an organization providing a service to the owner of the one virtual 
database (column 4, lines 30-33). 

As per claim 58 Elsev et al. as modified is directed to further providing access to 
the user to files in other virtual databases after the user is granted authorization from 
the owners of the other virtual databases (column 4, lines 16-20; column 6, lines 3-4). 

As per claim 59 Elsev et al. as modified is directed to wherein the access 
provided to the user is temporary access based on duration of the telephone call 
(column 5, Iine32; column 5, line 56; wherein the "duration" is the time between log in 
and log out). 

As per claim 60 Elsev et al. as modified is directed to wherein the telephone call 
by the owner of the one virtual database is made regarding the file, and further 
automatically providing access to the user to other files in the one virtual database 
based on the telephone call (column 10, lines 20-25; column 10, lines 35-37). 

As per claim 61 Elsev et al. as modified is directed to the computer telephony 
integration (CTI) system is part of a call center service common to the owners of the 
virtual databases (column 4, lines 38-44; column 10, lines 20-26). 
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As per claim 62 Elsev et al. as modified is directed to wherein the providing to the 
user of the access authorization to the file is based at least in part on the user receiving 
the telephone call via the CTI system (column 4, lines 38-44). 

As per claim 63 Elsev et al. as modified is directed to the providing to the user of 
the access authorization to the file is based on a current role of the user (column 4, lines 
30-31, wherein "role" depends on "level of access"). 

As per claim 64 Elsev et al. is directed to a method comprising: 

managing a multi-tenant database (column 4, lines 2-4), wherein 

the multi-tenant database comprises a partitionable database the partitional 

database comprises a plurality of virtual databases (column 4, lines 2-4, wherein "virtual 

database" could mean "private directory"; column 4, lines 9-16), 

each of the virtual databases has a distinct owner (column 5, lines 21-22), 
each distinct owner is one of the tenants (column 4, lines 9-12; column 5, lines 

21-22), 

each of the virtual databases comprises multiple associated groups of data 
(column 4, lines 9-1 1 ), and 

the managing comprises: 

setting access privileges for the groups of data in each of the virtual databases 
based at least in part on the tenant that owns the database (column 4, lines 16-18; 
column 4, lines 28-35); and 
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for each of multiple requests by a user to one of the data groups in one of the 
virtual databases (column 4, lines 31-32), 

determining whether to grant access to the user for the requested data group 
based at least in part on a relationship of the user to the tenant that owns the virtual 
database that comprises the requested data group (column 2, lines 45-47; column 4, 
lines 19-20; column 4, lines 28-35); 

when the relationship of the user to the owner tenant is determined to be an 
employee relationship, granting access to the user for the requested data group 
(column 4, lines 28-35); and 

when the relationship of the user to the owner tenant is not determined to be an 
employee relationship, granting access to the user for the requested data group only 
when the owner tenant is determined to have provided access authorization to the user 
for that requested data group (column 4, lines 16-24). 

As per claim 65 Elsev et al. is directed to each of the groups of data is a file 
stored in the database (column 4, lines 2-3). 

As per claim 66 Elsev et al. is directed to wherein the method is performed by a 
database operator, and the database operator is other than any of the tenants (column 
4, lines 63-66). 
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As per claim 67 Elsev et al. is directed to at least some of the requests for data 
groups by users are received for users that are representatives of the database 
operator and are based on a contact to the users that is initiated by the tenants that own 
the virtual databases associated with the requested data groups, and wherein the 
access authorizations for those users are determined to have been provided by those 
owner tenants based on the initiated contact by those tenants (column 4, lines 16-22; 
column 4, lines 28-33). 

As per claim 68 Elsev et al. is directed to the relationship of a user to an owner 
tenant is not determined to be an employee relationship and the owner tenant is 
determined to have provided access authorization to the user for a data group in the 
virtual database for that tenant, granting access to the user to other data groups in that 
virtual databases (column 4, lines 16-24), wherein 

The granting access is based on that providing of the access authorization 
(column 4, lines 16-24). 

As per claim 69 Elsev et al. is directed to the access granted to a user whose 
relationship to an owner tenant is not determined to be an employee relationship is 
temporary access (column 4, lines 16-23; column 5, Iine32; column 5, line 56; wherein 
the "duration" is the time between log in and log out). 
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As per claim 70 Elsev et al. is directed to when the relationship of a user to an 
owner tenant is not determined to be an employee relationship and the owner tenant is 
determined to have provided access authorization to the user for a data group in the 
virtual database for that tenant, the access granted to that user is based on a current 
role of the user (column 4, lines 16-23; column 4, lines 30-31, wherein "role" depends 
on "level of access"). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 6/12/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

As per applicants argument that Elsev et al. does not show a partitionable 
database with access control unit is not found persuasive. 

Elsev et al. teaches partitionable database and access control in column 2, lines 
33-36, column 4, lines 16-18 and column 4, lines 28-35. Each directory is part of the 
database therefore database is partitionable. The access control provides the rights to 
users/subscribers. 

As per applicants argument that Elsev et al. does not teach aggregation of 
partitionable database and access control is not found persuasive. 

As stated above Elsev et al. does show a database that is partitioned into 
directories and having access control based on rights. 
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As per applicants argument that Elsev et al. does not teach virtual databases 
containing distinct files is not found persuasive. 

Elsev et al. teaches private directiories containing information tailored specifically 
to needs of users/subscribers in column 4, lines 9-11. The information does not have to 
be contained in one file. It could be stored in multiple files containing distinct pieces of 
information. Elsev et al. teaches the structure of database containing directories and 
directories containing information; column 4, lines 2-3 and column 4, lines 9-11. 

As per applicants argument that Elsev et al. does not teach directories in a sense 
of a file system in not found persuasive. 

The claims of instant application do not explicitly direct to a file system 
configuration. 

As per applicants argument that Elsev et al. does not teach partitionable 
database with virtual databases is not found persuasive. 

Elsev et al. as stated above shows a database partitioned into private directories. 
Moreover, applicants own remarks on page 12 note that private directories are 
telephone and information databases. 

As per applicants argument that Elsev et al. does not teach facility to partition 
database is not found persuasive. 
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The claims do not state a facility to partition a database, just that a database is 
partitioned. However Elsev et al. teaches in column 5, lines 21-27 that when used 
desires to create directory the operator creates a partition. 

As per applicants argument that Elsev et al. does not teach relationship between 
owner and tenant is not found persuasive. 

Elsev et al. teaches in column 5, lines 21-27 that a caller/user desires to 
establish a private directory. Also in column 4, lines 11-12 Elsev et al. teaches that user 
could create two directories. If user can create two directories it would be obvious to 
create more than two. 

As per applicants argument that Elsev et al. teaches giving each entity a 
database is not found persuasive. 

Elsev et al. teaches creating private directories for each user/subscriber as 
stated in column 5, lines 21-27. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tomasz Ponikiewski whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1721. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on (571)272-4146. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. , * 
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